ABSTRACT:-Growth of Indian economy is positively correlated with the growth of its education sector. In India promotion of quality education has been at the heart of growth policies. Vivid education structures can bespotted acrossIndia.On one hand where state like Kerala holds a strong education base, other states like Orissa and Andhra Pradesh show poor performance in their education sector. This paper highlights the key factors that makes Kerala"s education sectors a success story and puts forward various lessons that other states across India may learn to induce growth in their educational structures thereby aiding Indian growth.
I. SECTION 1:INTRODUCTION
Kerala's education system has emerged as the single largest economic activity of the state with nearly one fifth of the population as students.Social, religious and political groups acted as pressure groups and prime drivers for starting new institutions. Kerala's educational system has expanded substantially over the years in response to societal demand (Raza et al, 1984) . The importance of a vibrant, modern educational system to its economy is more in Kerala than elsewhere. Education sector is also one of the biggest employers in Kerala as absence of minerals, metals, coal and petroleum resources place severe constraints on development of material and fuel intensive industries. Therefore, the number of teachers forms more than 50 per cent of the total number of workers in registered factories in Kerala (Kerala Education Commission, 1999).Kerala is different from the rest of the India in many ways. It has the highest literacy rate in the country, lowest infant mortality rate and the highest female to male population ratio. These facts speak volume of the state which is often compared to the society of the developed western countries. With its 29 million people, Kerala is India's most advanced society in terms of education, literacy and health. In fact, Kerala has the highest physical Quality of Life Index too. Growth of Indian economy is positively correlated with the growth of its education sector. In India, promotion of quality education has been at the heart of growth policies. Vivid education structures can be spotted across India. On one hand where state like Kerala holds a strong education base, other states like Orissa and Andhra Pradesh show poor performance in their education sector. This study dwells deeper into the educational system in Kerala and tries to identify the key factors that make Kerala"s education sector a success story and puts forward various lessons that other states across India may learn to induce growth in their educational structures thereby aiding Indian growth. Section 2 highlights some of the key features like standard of living, infrastructural developments and role of state etc. that acted as catalyst in the development of Kerala"s education system. Section 3 then compares some of these key features with other Indian states like Orissa, Andhra Pradesh etc. This section clearly establishes that the education system in Kerala is far better equipped than any other Indian state. Finally section 4 concludes that raising the standard of living, infrastructural development, vocational training as well as active and effective role of state is crucial for the progress and success of education systems across India.
II. SECTION 2: KEY FEATURES OF KERALA's EDUCATION SYSTEM
Kerala"s performance should be credited as it has already achieved all the millennium goals set for education, much ahead of time as compared to any other Indian state(K.K. George et al, 1999) . Among the Indian states, it is well known that Kerala was the first State to have achieved universal literacy. Kerala"s education system holds nearly universal enrolment in the schools with very low drops out rates.Another key feature of Kerala"s educational system is that it developed mainly through institutions that are owned or aided by the government as shown in To provide good education facilities to any society, infrastructure is very important. Good infrastructure involves some factors like schooling facilities in both rural and urban area, number of girls schools, boys schools and co-ed schools, types of school buildings, schools with sufficient amount of classrooms, schools with library and laboratory facilities, qualified teaching staffs, etc. The availability of sound infrastructure in terms of number of schools, teachers available etc. was another key feature that strengthened the growth of education in Kerala. More than 94 percent of the rural population is served by primary schools/sections within a distance of one kilometre while 98 per cent of population has got one school within a distance of two kilometres. More than 96 percent of the population is served by an upper primary school/section within a distance of 3 kilometres (K.K. George et al, 1999) . Nearly one-fourth of the rural population is served by a secondary school within a distance of 2 kilometres. Nearly 98 percent of the rural population has the facility for secondary education within 6 to 8 km. Facilities for higher education and technical education too are available to rural students in reasonable distance as shown in table 2. The widespread transport system and the highly subsidized transport rates for students further facilitate easy access for rural students to higher educational institutions. Source: 7 th All Indian School Education Survey by NCERT, September 2002 Another peculiar feature of Kerala"s education system is that overtime it has witnessed bridging up of regional disparities in education to a very large extent. It has been able to remove the wide disparities in literacy and enrolment at all levels between the Malabar region of the erstwhile Madras Presidency and the regions covered by the erstwhile states of Travancore and Cochin (Centre for Socio-Economic and Environmental Studies, 2002). Kerala is one of the states in India which has highest number of schools for both girls and boys. Therefore education for both boys and girls have been evenly emphasised by the society in Kerala.Kerala has been able to achieve gender equity in education to a large extent. Nearly half of the students in lower primary classes are girls. There are not much gender disparities in the nursery schools either (Centre for Socio-Economic and Environmental Studies, 2002). The proportion of girls is higher in higher classes in schools. This proportion is much higher in Arts and Science colleges both at the graduate and postgraduate levels. The representation of girls in professional courses is, however, comparatively low. Among the teachers in schools, the presence of female teachers is around 70 per cent in Kerala as against 50 per cent in the country. In Arts and Science colleges, female teachers constitute around 50 percent of the teachers. Table 1 , then we find that major proportion of the total schools in Kerala (both in rural and urban areas) there are co-ed schools. There are 2.64% of girls schools which is higher than the total number of boys schools, i.e., 1.27%. Source: 7 th All Indian School Education Survey by NCERT, September 2002 Another deep rooted and rather crucialfactor that aided education system of Kerala is that it holds a very high standard of living in general as compared to any other Indian state. Kerala"s per capita income in 2009 at Rs 63,000 was the highest among all states in the country. It is way ahead of Delhi (Rs 55,000). Punjab is a distant third with Rs 42,000. The high per capita income of families in Kerala assures that the education is extended to each family who wishes that their children have access to education.Having developed a fair understanding of the education system in Kerala, the next section now looks deeper into other operational systems around India. It compares the key features like developed infrastructure, availability of staff, high enrolment ratio, high per capita income (all the factors which aided the growth of sound education system in Kerala) etc to the conditions of educational setup among other Indian States.
III. SECTION 3: COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF EDUCATION SYSTEM ACROSS INDIA
Kerala as a state has been enriched with some of the key basic features like high per capita income, good infrastructure, high enrolment ratio etc.(as detailed in the previous section) which are crucial to set up a sound educational base. Most of these basic pre requisites have been absent in most of the Indian states like Sikkim, Assam, Andhra Pradesh and many more and therefore has curtailed the development of a sound educational system thereby retarding the overall growth of the state.The tables that follow give a clear picture of the difference that is seen in the education system across Kerala and other Indian states.
3a) INFRASTRUCTURE 3ai)
In Kerala, there are schools both in rural area and urban areas. In terms of infrastructure there are different types of school buildings. In Table 5 , we see that Kerala"s school buildings are better than the most of the other Indian states like Orissa. In Kerala, 90.37% of the total primary school buildings are pucca whereas in Orissa there are only 80.2%. In Kerala, there are only 0.02% of total primary school buildings which are open space (almost negligible) and 0% in other category of schools whereas in Orissa these figures are high at 1.58%. This clearly shows that lack of availability of proper schools has been one of the basic reasons as to why illiteracy is high in Orissa. table 6 and table 7 .We find that in Table 6 and Table 7 that most of the secondary and higher secondary schools in Kerala are provided with all the three facilities which the other states like Sikkim and Mizoram are not. Though Mizoram has the second highest literacy level in India after Kerala, the percentage of schools having science laboratories and computer education is much lower than Kerala. Only 50% of the total secondary schools in Mizoram has science laboratories whereas in Kerala 92.57% of the total secondary schools have the facilities of science laboratories. 3aiii) Availability of Blackboards and Furniture for Students and TeachersKerala"s education system not only provides the native students with good availability of schools both in rural and urban areas but these schools are well equipped with blackboards and furniture for both students and teachers. These basic amenities ensure that the teachers have all the required tools to impart education among the students and the students are comfortable too. Table 8 clearly shows that total sections in the primary schools having furniture for teachers in Kerala is as high as 88.48% as compared to Bihar where there is only 56.79%. Kerala is not only ahead of Bihar in case of furniture for teachers, but also in the case of furniture for students. Furthermore, total sections in upper primary schools having furniture for students in Kerala are more than double of Bihar. 3b) Gross Enrolment Ratio and dropout rate For any state to register high literacy rate, it is crucial that the state holds a high Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) and a very low dropout rate. From Table 9 and Table 10 we can see that Kerala is the only state which has high GER and low dropout rate. Haryana"s GER is lower as compared to rest of the two states, and its dropout rate is also the highest amongst the all. In case of Orissa, we see that its GER is higher than Kerala in grade I-V but as the level of grades increases, Kerala"s GER becomes higher than Orissa"s. The GER and dropout rate both are high in Orissa, but if we see in Kerala its GER is high and its dropout is almost zero in all the grades. This is another pivotal factor that ensures an efficient educational base with high literacy rates in Kerala. 
Efficient Education Sector in Kerala: Lesson to be learnt by other Indian States

3c) Qualified Teaching Staffs
Ensuring that an economy is well endowed with proper educational infrastructure, holds a high GER and low dropout rate are necessary but not sufficient condition to ensure high literacy rate in the economy. Availability of qualified teachers plays a vital role in shaping the education system of any economy. It is not necessary that all the teachers in a school are qualified. There are some states in our country like Assam and Andhra Pradesh where total number of teachers is very high but number of qualified and trained teachers is very few. The ratio of primary and middle schools in Assam and Andhra Pradesh is more than twice the ratio in Kerala but still the percentage of trained teachers is more in Kerala than in Assam and Andhra Pradesh as shown by As sa m boys and girls. Public spending on education in Kerala was the highest in the country and more than 80 per cent of it was on school education (Frontline, 2011) All these factors clearly show that the development of Kerala"s education system has been a success story due to the availability of sound infrastructure, social value of the society and effective role of state. If any other Indian states like Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Sikkim and many more wish to set up a sound education system like Kerala (which form the basis of the state"s growth)they will firstly have to ensure significant infrastructural development accompanied by strong role played by the state governments to ensure that education is accessible to all.
